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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-28 are presented for examination. 

Continued Examination Under 3 7 CFR LI 14 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 1/22/2007 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

a. The following terms lack proper antecedence basis: 

i. Claim 1, line 6 - said relation; 

ii. Claim 1 , lines 8 and 10 - the at lest one data source (datasource); 

iii. Claim 1, line 1 1 - said workflow. 

b. The term "more sophisticated" in claims 1,2, 13 and 21 is a relative term which 
renders the claim indefinite. The term "more sophisticated" is not defined by the 
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claim, the specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite 
degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of 
the scope of the invention. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 2, 13 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kaplan 
et al, US 5,446,891. 

7. As per claim 2, Kaplan taught the invention as claimed including an active information 
model for an enterprise comprising: 

a. At least one personal information portal wherein the personal information portal 
indicates an individual within the enterprise (figures 4 and 6) and comprises: 
i. A storage mechanism configured to store information and a role of the 
individual wherein the role indicates first relationships of the individual 
with sources of the information and with at least one function that the 
individual performs within the enterprise (col.4, lines 33-38, col. 5, lines 
64-67, col.6, lines 1-9, 18-27, col.l3, lines 56-58, 64-65, col.l7, hues 12- 
17: profile store 50); and 
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ii. An active agent configured to retrieve the role from the storage 

mechanism, exchange the information with the storage mechanism and the 
sources of the infonriation based on the role, and process the information 
based on the role (coL4, lines 33-38, col.6, Unes 24-27, col. 13, lines 54-56, 
col. 17, lines 18-22: profile processor 38) to improve the active information 
model over time to reflect more sophisticated needs of an individual 
(col.4, lines 43-59, coL13, lines 58-60, col.l7, lines 30-33, 44-47: 
autoleamer). 

8. As per claim 13, Kaplan taught the invention as claimed including a method of operating 
an active information model for an enterprise to improve a simple active information model over 
time to reflect more sophisticated needs of an individual (col.4, lines 43-59, col. 13, lines 58-60, 
col. 17, lines 30-33, 44-47: autoleamer), wherein the active information model comprises at least 
one personal information portal that indicates an individual within the enterprise (figures 4 and 
6), the method comprising: 

a. Storing a role of the individual in a storage mechanism within the personal 
information portal wherein the role indicates first relationships of the individual 
with sources of information and functions that the individual performs within the 
enterprise (col.4, lines 33-38, col. 5, lines 64-67, col.6, lines 1-9, 18-27, col. 13, 
lines 56-58, 64-65, col. 17, lines 12-17: profile.store 50); 
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b. In an active agent included within the personal information portal, retrieving the 
role of the individual from the storage mechanism (coL4, lines 33-38, col. 6, lines 
24-27, col. 13, lines 54-56, col. 17, lines 18-22: profile processor 38); 

c. In the active agent, exchanging the information with the storage mechanism and 
the sources of the information based on the role (col. 4, lines 33-38, col. 6, lines 
24-27, col. 13, lines 54-56, col. 17, Unes 18-22); and 

d. In the active agent, processing the information based on the role (col.4, Unes 33- 
38, col.6, lines 24-27, col. 13, lines 54-56, col. 17, lines 18-22). 

9. As per claim 21, Kaplan taught the invention as claimed including a software product for 
operating an active information model for an enterprise, wherein the active information model 
improves over time to reflect more sophisticated needs of the enterprise (col.4, lines 43-59, 
col. 13, lines 58-60, col. 17, lines 30-33, 44-47: autoleamer), wherein the active information 
model comprises at least one personal information portal that indicates an individual within the 
enterprise (figures 4 and 6) and comprises a storage mechanism and an active agent, the software 
product comprising: 

a. Active agent software operational when executed by a processor to direct the 
processor to retrieve a role from the storage mechanism, exchange information 
with the storage mechanism and sources of the information based on the role, and 
process the information based on the role wherein the role indicates first 
relationships of the individual with the sources of the information and fiinctions 
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that the individual performs within the enterprise (col. 4, lines 33-38, col. 5, lines 
64-67, col.6, lines 1-9, 18-27, col.l3, lines 54-58, 64-65, col.l7, lines 12-22); and 
b. A software storage medium operational to store the active agent software (a 
storage medium is essential for storing software). 

10. Claims 2, 4, 8, 10-13, 15, 19, 21, 23 and 27 are also rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Baker et al (hereinafter Baker), US 5,678,041. 

1 1 . Baker is cited in the previous office action. 

12. As per claim 2, Baker taught the invention as claimed including an active information 
model for an enterprise comprising: 

a. At least one personal information portal wherein the personal information portal 
indicates an individual within the enterprise (col.4, lines 17-34) and comprises: 

i. A storage mechanism configured to store information and a role of the 
individual wherein the role indicates first relationships of the individual 
with sources of the information and with at least one fiinction that the 
individual performs within the enterprise (col.4, lines 17-34, coL5, lines 
45-65, col.6, lines 4-23); and 

ii. An active agent configured to retrieve the role from the storage 
mechanism, exchange the information with the storage mechanism and the 
sources of the information based on the role, and process the information 
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based on the role (col. 3, lines 15-18, col.4, lines 17-67, col. 5, lines 1-27, 
45-65, coL6, lines 4-12) to improve the active information model over 
• time to reflect more sophisticated needs of an individual (col.3, lines 15- 
27, col.6, lines 57-67, coL7, lines 1-16, 24-50). 

13. As per claim 13, Baker taught the invention as claimed including a method of operating 
an active information model for an enterprise to improve the active information model over time 
to reflect more sophisticated needs of an individual (col.3, lines 15-27, col.6, lines 57-67, col. 7, 
lines 1-16, 24-50), v^herein the active information model comprises at least one personal 
information portal that indicates an individual within the enterprise (col.4, lines 17-34), the 
method comprising: 

a. Storing a role of the individual in a storage mechanism within the personal 
information portal wherein the role indicates first relationships of the individual 
with sources of information and functions that the individual performs within the 
enterprise (col.4, lines 17-34, col. 5, lines 45-65, col.6, lines 4-23); 

b. In an active agent included within the personal information portal, retrieving the 
role of the individual from the storage mechanism (col.4, lines 17-34, col.5, lines 
15-24, 45-65, col.6, lines 4-12); 

c. In the active agent, exchanging the information with the storage mechanism and 
the sources of the information based on the role (col.3, lines 15-18, col.4, lines 
17-67, coL5, lines 1-27, 45-65, col.6, lines 4-12); and 
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d. In the active agent, processing the information based on the role (col.4, lines 17- 
67, col.5, lines 1-27, 45-65, col.6, lines 4-12). 

14. As per claim 21, Baker taught the invention as claimed including a software product for 
operating an active information model for an enterprise to improve the active information model 
over time to reflect more sophisticated needs of the enterprise (col. 3, Hnes 15-27, coL6, lines 57- 
67, col. 7, lines 1-16, 24-50) wherein the active information model comprises at least one 
personal information portal that indicates an individual within the enterprise and comprises a 
storage mechanism and an active agent (col.4, lines 17-34), the software product comprising: 

a. Active agent software operational when executed by a processor to direct the 
processor to retrieve a role from the storage mechanism, exchange information 
with the storage mechanism and sources of the information based on the role, and 
process the information based on the role wherein the role indicates first 
relationships of the individual with the sources of the information and functions 
that the individual performs within the enterprise (col. 3, lines 15-18, col.4, lines 
17-67, col.5, lines 1-27, 45-65, col.6, lines 4-12, 49-67); and 

b. A software storage medium operational to store the active agent software (a 
storage medium is essential for storing software). 

15. As per claims 4, 1 5 and 23, Baker taught the invention as claimed in claims 2, 1 3 and 2 1. 
Baker ftirther taught wherein the role indicates second relationships between elements in the 
information (col.4, lines 17-67, coL5, lines 1-27, 45-65, col.6, lines 4-12). 
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16. As per claims 8, 19 and 27, Baker taught the invention as claimed in claims 2, 13 and 21. 
Baker further taught wherein the active agent is configured to establish connections with the 
sources of the information based on the role (col.4, lines 17-34, col.5, lines 15-24, 45-65, col. 6, 
lines 4-12). 

17. As per claim 10, Baker taught the invention as claimed in claim 2. Baker further taught 
wherein the active agent comprises a provider interface configured to exchange information 
between the active agent and the source of information (fig.3: processor and network resources 
communication; col.3, lines 15-18, coL4, lines 17-67, col.5, lines 1-27, 45-65, col.6, lines 4-12, 
49-67, col. 7, lines 1-50; It is inherently to include an interface for exchanging information 
between two devices). 

1 8. As per claim 1 1 , Baker taught the invention as claimed in claim 2. Baker further taught 
wherein the active agent comprises a consumer interface configured to establish connections 
with the sources of the information based on the role (fig.3: processor and network resources 
communication; col.3, lines 15-18, col.4, lines 17-67, col.5, lines 1-27, 45-65, col.6, lines 4-12, 
49-67, col. 7, lines 1-50; It is inherently to include an interface for communication between two 
devices). 

19. As per claim 12, Baker taught the invention as claimed in claim 2. Baker further taught 
wherein the active agent comprises an execute interface configured to exchange and process the 
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information based on the role (coL3, lines 15-18, coL4, lines 17-67, col.5, lines 1-27, 45-65, 
col.6, lines 4-12, 49-67, col.7, lines 3-50; fig.4-6). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

20. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

21. Claims 1, 3, 5-7, 9, 14, 16-18, 20, 22, 24-26 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Baker et al (hereinafter Baker), US 5,678,041, in view of Davis et al 
(hereinafter Davis), US 5,937,388. 

22. Davis was cited in the previous office action. 

23. As per claim 1, Baker taught the invention substantially as claimed including an active 
information model comprising: 

a. At least one personal information portal having access to an active engine, an 
information service, and a persistent storage service (col.4, lines 17-67, col.5, 
lines 1-27, 45-65, col.6, lines 4-23), 

b. Said active engine associated with at least one datasource, and at least one 
relation; said active agent being related to an individual's role within at least one 
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enterprise (coL3, lines 15-18, col.4, lines 17-67, col.5, lines 1-27, 45-65, col. 6, 
lines 4-12), 

c. Said relation associated with a rule and an association (col.3, lines 15-18, col.4, 
lines 17-67, coL5, lines 1-27, 45-65, col. 6, lines 4-12), said at least one relation 
characterizing the relationship between elements of the at least one datasource 
(col.3, lines 8-18, col.4, lines 17-67, col.5, lines 1-27: access rights and rating 
class of network resources), the association declaring a relationship exists 
between two or more elements of the at least one datasource (col.3, lines 8-18, 
coL4, lines 17-67, coL5, lines 1-27), and the rule embodying the association 
(col.5, lines 8-27), 

d. Said datasource associated with a category (col.4, lines 44-67, col. 6, lines 57-61), 
wherein the active information model improves over time to reflect more 
sophisticated needs of the individual (col.3, lines 15-27, col. 6, lines 57-67, coL7, 
lines 1-16,24-50). 

24. Baker did not specifically teach that the active engine to associate with at least one 
workflow, said workflow associated with a command and an action. Davis taught an active 
engine associated with a workflow wherein commands and actions can be issued (col.3, lines 7- 
15, col.4, lines 15-19, 37-40, 47-57, col.5, lines 15-48, col.7, lines 24-26, 32-40) and that the 
datasource is associated with a category (col.4, lines 27-32, col.8, lines 15-17, col. 17, lines 6-11). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to combine the teachings of Baker and Davis because Davis' teaching of workflow and data 
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categorization would enhance the workflow in Baker's more effectively (Davis, col. 17, lines 6- 
11). 

25. As per claims 3,14 and 22, Baker taught the invention substantially as claimed in claims 
2, 13 and 21 . Baker did not specifically teach wherein the role further comprises a plurality of 
categories of the sources of the information wherein the categories define access to and treatment 
of the information. Davis taught to categorized sources in the datasource defining access to and 
treatment of the information to provide more effective workflow processing (col.4, lines 27-32, 
col. 8, lines 15-17, col. 17, lines 6-1 1). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Baker and Davis because 
Davis' teaching of workflow and data categorization would enhance the workflow in Baker's 
more effectively (Davis, col. 17, lines 6-1 1). 

26. As per claims 5, 16 and 24, Baker taught the invention substantially as claimed in claims 
2, 13 and 21 . Baker did not specifically teach wherein the role comprises workflow that 
indicates movement of the information between the sources. Davis taught to comprise workflow 
that indicates movement of the information between the sources (col.l, lines 51-56, col. 5, lines 
15-48, 56-67, col.6, lines 1-6, 44-54, col.7, lines 24-26, 32-40). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of 
Baker and Davis because Davis' teaching of workflow management and process help to process 
Baker's method to perform workflow control, monitoring data exchanging and security (Davis, 
col.l, lines 51-56). 
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27. As per claims 6, 17 and 25, Baker and Davis taught the invention as claimed in claims 5, 
16 and 24. Davis further taught wherein the workflow comprises a plurality of commands that 
move the information between the sources (coL3, lines 7-15, col.4, lines 15-19, 37-40, 47-57, 
col.5, lines 15-48, col.7, lines 24-26, 32-40). 

28. As per claims 7, 18 and 26, Baker and Davis taught the invention as claimed in claims 5, 
16 and 24. Davis further taught wherein the workflow comprises a plurality of actions that 
modifies the information (col.2, lines 37-39, col.3, lines 7-15, col.4, lines 15-19, 37-40, 47-57, 
col.5, lines 15-48, col.7, lines 24-26, 32-40). 

29. As per claims 9, 20 and 28, Baker taught the invention as claimed in claims 2, 13 and 21 . 
Baker did not specifically teach wherein the active agent is configured to log events that the 
active agent has performed in the storage mechanism. Davis taught a workflow management 
system with active agent keeping logs of the actions performed in storage (col.2, lines 42-44, 
col.7, lines 41-45, 55-62). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teaching of Baker and Davis because Davis' 
teaching of logging the events helps Baker's method to prevent workflow restart when system or 
workflow failures occur (Davis, col.7, lines 41-45). 



Response to Arguments 
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30. Applicant's arguments filed 1/22/2007 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

31 . Although the examiner understood the explanation from Mr. Mark Trenner that Baker 
reference is directed to a different art than what the invention is, applicant's amendment fails to 
further define the invention to distinctly point out the patentability of the invention to overcome 
Baker reference. The amendments fail to overcome Baker reference since the claim languages 
do not define what kind of relationship and associations are between elements of the datasource 
or define what the rule and elements are. Furthermore, the added limitation of "active 
information model improves over time to reflect more sophisticated needs of the individuals" is 
also taught by Baker since Baker discloses that an administrator can modify the database and 
update/change the resource ratings. Applicant is suggested to further amend to define how the 
active information model improves over time. 

Conclusion 

32. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Lin, US 6,178,443. 
David et al, US 6,449,632. 
Hofmann et al, US 6,236,983. 
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33. A shortened statutory period for reply to this Office action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. 

34. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kenny Lin whose telephone number is (571) 272-3968. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8 AM to 5 PM Tue.-Fri. and every other Monday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on (571) 272-3913. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

ksl 

April 4, 2007 . 




